Pioneer Tails — Year In Review

Pioneer Valley Kennel Club, Inc
P.O. Box 407, Greenfield, MA 01302 December 2025

Holiday Get Together & Meeting
Wednesday, Dec 17t

6:30 pm Cocktails & Snacks

7:00 pm Dinner & Meeting

Where:
Terrazza at the Greenfield Country Club;
244 Country Club Rd; Greenfield, MA

Buffet Dinner $45 (per person)

Menu -
Hot Appetizers; Garden Salad

Entrees (with Greenbean Almandine) — Tortellini pasta with Genoveso Sauce;
Sliced Roast Beef Au Jus; Salmon Picatta; Chicken Marsala

Dessert Station

The restaurant can accommodate Gluten firee. Please email Darci to let her know, so she can inform the restaurant that
you will be ordering off the menu.

Reservations Required

Via USPS & with Check: Check made to PVKC and mailed to Darci Brown, 111 West Street,
Northfield, MA 01360. Reservation and check must reach Darci by Saturday, Dec 14t" at noon.

Via Email & with PayPal: Email reservation(s) to Judith at handart@sover.net A PayPal
invoice will be issued. Reservation and PayPal payment must be received by Friday, Dec 13t
at S5pm.

Please bring a donation
for our annual qift to
Franklin County Shelter

welcome and easy to give — no trip to the store to buy something or lug it to the party! Or check out their Wish
List on Amazon (https.// www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2HQO901S0H7635?ref =wl share) for ideas. Dog
biscuits and cleaning supplies (like paper towels & clorox) are also always needed.
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Donna Archambault Daniel Bielecki
Cheryl Brooks Terry Boyce
Heidi Konesko Linda Rollins
Jeffery Sullivan Wendy Behrend
Ewelina Wojcicka Merritt Youmell
Brian Sean Amy Kitay

Carol Kasabian Richard Kasabian
Julie Cardinal Zander Cardinal
Stephanie Gelfan Molly Notesrein

Yanran Mou
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President’s Message
Welcome to the “Year in Review” addition of the PVKC Newsletter.

What a year it has been, all our events and programming were extremely successful thanks to all the
members that stepped up to volunteer. The offerings of the club are dependent upon a strong group of
individuals willing to do the work and I extend my appreciation to those that donate their time and talent to
ensure that the club events and activities were successful.

Our membership has grown significantly this year and we are a club of over 100 members. I encourage our
newer members to identify an event/project or program that you would be interested in working on and reach
out to the coordinator (events and contacts are listed within the newsletter — see page 18). Rest assured they will
be delighted to have you join. Membership has its privileges but also has some responsibilities and obligation to
enhance the club efforts. The friendships and comradery gained as you work to enhance the club objectives will
be rewarding.

My sincerest gratitude to the unsung volunteers, the PVKC Board of Directors, that do a lot of the behind
the scenes work and many times do not receive the accolades they deserve. BRAVO Team!

I look forward to our 2026 PVKC Year with great expectations that; we will continue to grow strong as a
club, our members have great success in whatever dog venue they are pursuing and we all take time to truly
enjoy our four-legged friends.

Wishing everyone the happiest of holidays and a wonderful New Year.

KIM

President: PVKC Contacts

Kim Reardon (413) 628-4784 Membership Chair:
Kathy Berrena (413) 268-7858
Vice President:

Trish Libby 413-628-4784 Breeder Referral:
Request information with a contact form via
Recording Secretary: www.pioneervalleykennelclub.com

Monica Pulci 413-824-0511

Treasurer:
Darci Lee Brown (413) 498-5006 Web Page:  www.pioneervalleykennelclub.com

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Pioneer-

Board of Directors: Valley-Kennel-Club-198067530208377/
Kathy Berrena (413) 268-7858

Elizabeth Nichols (413) 337-6665

Lori Carver (802) 338-2857 oneerTails

Jessica Skibiski (413) 665-6658 PVKC’s next publication of the
newsletter will be March 2026.

Mary Neill (413) 207-7274 We will return our feature “Show and

Member News”. Circle your calendar so

Fran Tilly (413) 268-3650 you don’t miss being published.

For this issue we need your submissions, tell us about
your success in show venues, new puppies, what’s
happening in your doggy world. Articles and content,
photos welcomed — need to be submitted to Judith

Newsletter Contacts:
Judith Suarez

(802) 722-9848; handart@sover.net Suarez, handart@sover.net no later than February 20,
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Help Wanted NOW for 2026

ﬁelp!!!!! Our Summer Show committee is dire need of a vendor chair. The job is
super easy and requires very little effort...no, really! It consists of some minimal
correspondence and receiving what few deposits we have coming in.

| have the vendor contract and promise to hand it over asap to the lucky new
vendor chair. Pleeeeez someone, volunteer.
Contact Linda Gagnon to offer your services!
wetacres@gmail.com or 508 331-0006. /

ﬁ/KC is investigating the possibility of putting on a nosework trial and our first step
is a practice match. We hope to be able to do this at the April extravaganza.

If you have any interest or curiosity about nosework, please contact me, so |
can begin to organize our volunteers for this endeavor.

Contact Mary Neill, Board liaison to Nosework Committee
mneill2redk9@gmail.com /

=
See Pg 16 for events we *need” input on before planning!!
J
Walk the Dog!
AKC FiIT DOG — BY SHEILA BLANKER A WALK IN THE RAIN — BY MONICA PuLcl
TR T L AKC Fit Dog is a very new A small but dedicated group of dog walkers that

program to PVKC. It is a great included Kim, Trish, Karen and Monica met at
low key, low stress way to get Highland Park in Greenfield MA on September 25 for
* some exercise with your dog, @FIT DOG walk.

l meet some of our members and

" have some outdoor time while It wasrainy but the temperature was warm and as Karen
e working on some of the said, “We won’t melt”. We didn’t melt. Armed with
\ requirements for an AKC Fit raincoats and umbrellas, we took 5 dogs on a 2.08 mile
- % Dog title. Hikes are usually 1-2  walk on the main trail of Highland Park. The dogs
~ 2 " miles in length and typically easy =~ Walked along nicely, and we enjoyed the peaceful and
= "0 (no mountain climbing gear quictsurroundings. Nobody was around at the park that
< Sk M needed!). day and it was a perfect way to spend some time

together with our dogs.

We try to coordinate 3-4 walks a year weather

permitting. PVKC has also held Fit Dog classes to help  We will continue to organize walks/hikes so stay tuned
with the title requirements. for announcements.

Come join us for one of our hikes, the more the merrier!
4-
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SHow & MEMBER NEWS

PVKC'’s next publication of the newsletter will be March 2026.
Circle your calendar so you don’t miss being published. For this issue we need your submissions, tell us about
your success in show venues, new puppies, what’s happening in your doggy world. Articles and content, photos
welcomed — need to be submitted to Judith Suarez, handart@sover.net no later than February 20

From Carol Krygowski — Bria (Ch Bruja Van Moned) earned her AKC Beginner Novice Obedience title at the
Thanksgiving Cluster On Nov.22, finishing a productive year for Bria. She earned her AKC Scent Work
Novice Elite title (40 legs), three AKC Scent Work Advanced titles, and One AKC Scent Work Excellent title.
She also earned two AKC agility titles ACT1 and ACT11J.

Poppy (Shepherds Of Paradise TSSS Popcorn Please) earned four titles this year. At the PVKC
Extravaganza she earned her AKC Farm Dog Certification and Novice Trick Dog title. In June she completed
her AKC Scent Work Interior titled needed for her AKC Scent Work Novice level title (12 legs).

In October J oyce Lak’s 10 1/2 year old Tibetan Terrier, Ch. Salishan Geribob Just Call Me Angel earned her
sy Container Novice title with United States Canine Scent Sports (USCSS).
s This was her first time ever competing in scent work and she received
§ three Q’s and her title! Angel loves this sniffing sport! This Fall at the Bay
= Colony Tibetan Terrier Jamboree, Angel obtained her AKC Temperament
> (ATT) title.
Angel’s grandson, Monk-Kee,
- = completed his AKC Championship by going
BW in three shows at the Yankee Classic |
Cluster in July where he won two four point
majors and a three point major. In the past
few months he has also been busy in
S performance events and has gotten his AKC
& Temperament (ATT), Canine Good Citizen
(CGC), Fitness Novice (FITB), and :
Beginner FastCat (BCAT) titles. In October
at Great Barrington’s AKC scent trial, Monk qualified in the two classes he was
entered in — Novice Buried and Novice Container. We will be entering more
AKC trials in the Spring. Monks official name is now Ch. Salishan Monk-Kee
Business at Bhaledart CGC, ATT, FITB, BCAT and he is co-owned with Susan
Carr, Salishan Tibetan Terriers. Thank you to all the PVKC trainers who
allowed Monk to do what he has done - Carol Krygowski, David Mushinski, and §&
Kim Reardon. s o
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Monica Pulci and her Aussie, Matilda, had had a busy 2025 that
included lots of agility, rally, and much more. We started our
agility competitions in the Spring with USDAA and went on to
trails at NADAC, ASCA and CPE. We are continuing our agility
journey with classes and competitions throughout the winter. In
rally we obtained our level 1 WCRL title and are now working on
finishing level 2. At the 2025 Thanksgiving cluster we finished our
AKC rally advanced and are looking forward to competing in
Excellence in the Spring. The photo was taken after our USDAA
Jumper title at Data Driven in Springfield, VT.

Her Lab mix Oliver continued his work as a Therapy Dog
but also obtained his Farm Dog Title at the April Extravaganza.
His new passion is Nose Work and we are hoping to compete soon.

From the dogs of Northern Lights, Sheila Blanker and Ryan Blanker sent - We may be a small kennel but we
do big things. Five dogs of our breeding were entered at the 2025 SHCA National- and all five are coming
home in the ribbons! The youngest, Cosmos (Northern Light's Cosmic Alliance) owned by Liane Mitchell, was
awarded second place in the 6 to 9 month sweepstakes class. Aylin (CH Northern Light's TTFN Aylin, RN,
BCAT) qualified in Rally Intermediate with a 91 for her first RI leg and she made the first cut in the BOB class.
Aylin also hiked 10 miles for her first miles towards her Working Pack Dog title, after which she went straight
to the FastCAT trials and ran two very respectable runs putting her just 2 runs away from her DCAT title.
Flame (CH Northern Light's Born with THE Fire, TKN) also made the first cut in the BOB class. Sparrow
(GCHB [now GCHS] Northern Light's Femme Fatale d'Argent) is bringing home the big ribbons having been
awarded Select Bitch and Best Owner Handled and completing her GCHS title. And our oldest, Shimmer
(GCHB Northern Light's Shimmering Moonglade. CD, RA) at almost 13 years of age, had a blast and was
awarded second place in the over 11 under 13 year Veteran Bitch class. As breeders, owners and Handlers,
Ryan and I could not be prouder at how well our dogs epitomized our kennel motto of Brains - Beauty - Ability.
Thanks to all who made this happen.

Shimmer, Aylin, Flame, Sparrow,
and Cosmos




Lori Carver sent her year in review — This year was another
successful one for the dogs of Seabreeze. We started early by heading
down to Knoxville, TN for the American Spaniel Club (ASC)
Specialty shows. Baron was best in Veteran Sweepstakes and his
Grandson Skye was Best in Puppy Sweepstakes. At the Field Spaniel
Specialty show Baron received an Award of Merit. At the ASC
Specialty show, Baron was awarded Best of Breed and Best Veteran, §
his other Grandson, Elvis was Winners Dog. This was a bittersweet |
win as my mentor and co-owner was diagnosed with cancer and this
was her last big win. I was so glad I was able to give this
accomplishment to her and a great way for Baron to retire from
fulltime showing. Baron took up a new activity in retirement -
Junior showmanship partner. Tanis has worked very hard to hone her
skills and Baron has learned the different nuances of Juniors (what is
that silly “L” pattern?). This fall they earned their first AKC Best
Junior along with a number of Reserve Best Juniors as well as
numerous UKC Best Juniors. They became eligible and will be
competing at the AKC National show in Orlando this December.
They should finish the year as the #2 Field Spaniel Junior and the #2
UKC Open Junior. Not bad for two 10 year olds!

Spring and Summer were busy with shows, a few wins here and there for everyone. Skye was the Star
finishing his UKC Championship in one weekend. Placing in the group and winning one. Fall was much more
successful as Elvis finished his Championship. Skye won an AKC Bred by Exhibitor Group and a few more
points. He was Winners Dog at the Regional Specialty held at Morris & Essex. In UKC he won a couple groups

to earn his first leg towards his Grand
8 ¥ s Championship. Kansas, our little brown
Kansas TR I Bl (og (Sussex), went to the National
et 3 _ Specialty and made the final cut at the
National and earned the first Award of
Merit at the Regional Specialty. In
UKC competition, he was awarded a
number of Best in Shows and finished
the year earning his Diamond Grand
Championship (equal to the AKC
Platinum level), the first Sussex to earn
this title.

Both Baron and Kansas ran in
the UKC version of FASTCAT. Baron
§¥ carned his first level title and Kansas

& finished his second level title and is
well on his way to the third level. What
fun to watch that long, short brown dog
chase the plastic bunny, who knew
those little legs could go so fast! UKC provides awards to dogs who win in conformation or Junior
Showmanship and qualify in performance on the same day, called Total Dog. Baron and Tanis won 2 Total
Dogs and Kansas has won 6 Total dogs this year. The only Sussex to earn Total Dog recognition.

We are winding up the year heading to Orlando for the AKC National Show.



2025 Health Clinic — by Sheila Blanker

The PVKC Health Clinic was held the end of2April 2025 and has been an annual event for many
years. The clinic offers dog breeders lower cost eye (CAER), cardiac — both basic and advanced,
and thyroid screenings as well as microchipping.

We have a fun and wonderful group
of veterinary specialists and
volunteers that come together for
this event each year — Dr. Andrew
Waxman, DVM, DACVIM,
cardiology; Dr. Alexandra van der
Woerdt, DVM, MS, DACVO®,
DECVO, ophthalmology; Dr.
Sheila E. DVM, BVSc, thyroid
testing; plus, Lori Carver, Jackie
Smith, Darci Brown, Lynn Baker,
~ 4 Carol Krygowski, Sarah Goodman
_  (a Tufts veterinary student), and
Adyn Pierce (a UMass pre-vet
student).

The clinic is very well attended and busy and we routinely get appreciative comments for putting
it on as well as how well run it is. New volunteers are always welcome.

_8-



2025 Extravaganza — by Kim Reardon

From its humble beginnings, what used to be
Farm Dog Certification Test has now become the
Extravaganza offering 5 titling opportunities at a single
day event. Competitors have an opportunity to test and
title in Farm Dog Certification (FDC), Temperament
Test (ATT), Fetch, Canine Good Citizen and Trick Dog.

As we have expanded the event to include ..

additional tests we have had to expand our volunteer
base. In true PVKC form our membership has stepped
forward and offered their time and talents, expanding
their role.

The key player in the Extravaganza is the

position of trial secretary. Judith Suarez has lent her !

Prescott and Lucy De Gozzaldi to assist with test
elements and Bob Berrena and Carol Waterloss handled
our distractor dogs. There were club members that
floated in to allow breaks for the assigned volunteers.
Our evaluators were Marianne Dwight and Donna
Anderson.

talents to the role of trial secretary from the very first -

Farm Dog Test. Judith starts her work early in the
process, creating premiums for each trial. Over the years
we have simply added to her workload as she became
trial secretary for both temperament Test and Fetch, and
oh yah we have her handle all the CGC and Trick Dog
paperwork as well. To complicate matters we offer day
of entries for these tests, Judith manages to keep
everyone happy and all the AKC paperwork in order.
No small feat.

This year’s Farm Dog Certification trial was
chaired by Sharon Domier. Sharon has been a member
of the FDC committee since inception. She and Shane
Peters designed and built the test course, their knowledge
of the test elements, the AKC requirements and “what
makes sense” when the livestock is added gives them a
tremendous advantage in coordinating FDC. Sharon
recruited a couple of non-member dog enthusiast, Anne

AKC Temperament Test, chaired by Kathy
Berrena who enlisted the help of Trish Libby, Joyce Lak
and Joyce’s brother-in-law John to set up the venue. ATT

requires many hands to cover the various test stations
and Peg Vohr, Linda Gagnon, Carol Skibiski and Fran
Tilley served. The tests flowed nicely and it is always
a challenge to “work “the run order because many
competitors are entered in more than one test. The ATT
crew was accommodating and welcoming of all
participating teams. Our evaluators this year were
Donna Anderson and Trish Libby; both did an
outstanding job having become very versed in this

testing over the years.

9.



This was only the second year offering a Fetch
Trial and in true PVKC “let’s do more fashion” we

included Intermediate level, in addition to the novice
level, testing. This venue set up required a lot of lifting,
measuring and fortification of the enclosure. Thanks to
the set-up crew of Monica Pulci, Jess Skibiski, Tammy
Erickson and Kim Reardon. Mary Neill took on the
responsibly of chairing the trial and along with Cheryl
Brooks stewarded, keeping the trial moving and the
paperwork dry as it was a rainy day and Fetch paid the
price of not being undercover. The wet and soggy
judges for this trial were Trish Libby and Kim Reardon.
Chair, Mary Neill, shares the following:
The fun of Fetch

A soggy day was had by all at the April

extravaganza but it was still a fun dog day as Mary

Neill and Cheryl Brooks guided the participants to

the ring. Fetch is an AKC family dog activity

briefly described as: A handler throws a ball

(bumper or toy) and then sends the dog to run

between the course obstacles and bring the ball

back to within two steps of the handler. This is

one three times center, left and right on the course.

It was fun to watch all the variations performed by
the canines: the all business, run right out and
bring it to hand with enthusiasm, the ones who do
a joyful victory lap with (or without) the retrieved
object and my favorite; the dog who just looks at
the owner with the incredulous look “You expect
ME to get THAT?”

Fetch is a very fun event and I recommend giving
it a try if your dog likes to retrieve.

-10-

A feature that has become very popular with our

™ exhibitors is our photo booth. Special thanks for the crew
+ of Jess and Carole Skibiski, Monica Pulci and Trish
| Libby for their artistic eyes in setting up this attraction.

This year’s event saw the creation of a new role

¥ which we labeled “the floater”, this assignment along

with the title of official photographer went to Jess
Skibiski. In addition to all the set-up details on Friday,
trial day this assignment found Jess assisting Judith at
the registration table, helping with CGC and Trick Dog
paperwork and awards and relieving volunteers by
covering test stations in both FDC and ATT.

Canine Good Citizen and Trick Dog test has been
a part of the event from the very beginning and there is
an expectation that it will be offered. We have people
that come to the event just for CGC/Trick and we have
exhibitors that are in every trial sign up to capture an
additional title. Registration for testing is day of and
evaluators Kim Reardon and Dave Mushinski found
themselves very busy this year.

Our volunteers are very knowledgeable,
competent, friendly, warm and welcoming. As one
competitor said, she would have “graded us at 100% had
it not been for the rain”. There are things that are hard
to master, weather being one. I am forever grateful to
the entire Extravaganza crew, which includes all of our
evaluators, for donating their time, talents, skills and
passion to the Extravaganza.

L
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Morris & Essex Dog Show — by Lori Carver

Every five years, the dog-show world pauses for one of its most elegant
and storied events: the Morris & Essex Kennel Club Dog Show. |
Originally founded in 1927 by Geraldine Rockefeller Dodge, the show &
captures the glamour of the golden era of conformation competition
—and during its revivals, it blends that heritage with modern excellence.

A Heritage of Elegance and Excellence
Geraldine Rockefeller Dodge, heiress, dog fancier, and philanthropist, §
created Morris & Essex to be more than a dog show—it was to be an
exemplar of style, prestige, and top-tier judging. During its original run
from 1927 through 1957 (with breaks for World War II), the show was
held on her polo fields in Madison, New Jersey, and drew thousands o
spectators and globally recognized exhibitors.

In Mrs. Dodge’s era, the show was as much about the social and aesthetic ambiance as the dogs themselves. Judges
and exhibitors traveled from abroad (some arriving by ocean liner), hospitality tents brimmed with floral
arrangements, and attendees donned their finest attire. Newspapers quoted that “everybody goes to Morris &
Essex” and indeed, the show was seen as one of the pinnacles of the sport.

Revival in the New Millennium

After Mrs. Dodge’s last show in 1957, Morris & Essex lay dormant for decades. In the mid-1990s, dog show
enthusiasts rediscovered a cache of trophies and memorabilia stored in the attic of St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare
Center in New Jersey—once part of Dodge’s legacy.

Motivated by that rediscovery, Wayne Ferguson and others revived the Morris & Essex Kennel Club. The first
“modern” revival came in 2000; since then, the event has been held on a five-year cycle. This cadence ensures
that each show builds anticipation and allows organizers to recreate the grand style of Mrs. Dodge’s original vision
The revival carefully mirrors many original traditions: the “box lunch” given to exhibitors, the classic tents and
trophy displays, understated sound design (e.g. burying power lines to reduce noise), and attention to lawn, staging,
and aesthetics.

The Show Today

The 2025 show was held October 1 at Colonial Park in Somerset, New Jersey, and drew and entry of over 4,000
dogs competing across national, regional, and supported entries.

As is tradition, many attendees adopted vintage dress codes—hats, tweeds, and period accessories—in homage to
the show’s heritage.

Why It Matters

Morris & Essex isn’t just another dog show—it is a living bridge between the elegance of the past and the highest
standards of modern conformation. The five-year interval adds drama and exclusivity, while the faithful recreation
of Mrs. Dodge’s style makes it more than a competition—it’s an experience.

Because it draws top dogs, leading breeders and handlers, and enthusiasts from across the country (and beyond),
its winners take on extra prestige. And for many in the conformation world, being part of Morris & Essex—even
if not the winner—is a badge of honor.

In short, the Morris & Essex Dog Show is a singular show: infrequently staged, historically rich, exquisitely
produced, and deeply treasured by the dog fancy. When the next one rolls around, it’s not just a show—it’s a return
to a golden tradition.

-11-



My Story
I have participated in this show from the very beginning,
winning Best of Breed twice.

For the 2025 show, not only did I show my young Field
Spaniel at our Specialty, but I was asked to judge Toller g
Sweepstakes at their Specialty. I was lucky enough to
have a very special friend (Sue Meachem) who took a
vintage 1940’s pattern found on EBAY and created a 24
fabulous wool suit for the occasion. A fascinator from
Amazon topped off the outfit.

Having been there in the past, | knew traffic and parking
were issues (and Toller Sweepstakes was scheduled for =
7:30 am!), so we went to the grounds the day before to
set our crates under the tents. On show day we rose at
3:30 am to make the 15-minute drive to the park. We
were in line at 4:45 am along with many other ¢
exhibitors. They opened the gates at 5:30 am and we
made it to our set up and then were lucky enough to find
a parking spot in the first row. The sun finally rose at
7:00 am - a perfect day for a dog show. The outfits were
perfect, the dogs were outstanding. I loved my entry of
Tollers and my Field Spaniel - Skye won his
Sweepstakes class and then went on to Winners Dog at
the Specialty.

The day ended as it had started - in the dark. Best in Lori and Skye
Show was awarded to my friends Black Cocker Spaniel
- GCHG Rejoice’s To The Point

What a fun day playing dress up with so many friends.

If you have never been, you should put it on your calendar
for 2030.

-12-



I must say the hospitality tent ran so well at the Summer Show this year that never e
got stressed, which can sometimes happen! The food truck served delicious food
which both judges and staff complimented them on. The owners are so
accommodating and I am so happy to report that they have agrees to be part of our
show again next year.

I want to thank setup volunteers who helped Hospitality throughout the weekend.
Thank you to those who helped move tables and chairs for us during setup, kept
checking on us throughout the weekend and then broken down tables and chairs for us
during breakdown. You worked as a well oiled machine and it was impressive to
watch.

To the Hospitality Committee members - WOW, you were amazing and I enjoyed working with each of
you. Thank you to those who setup the tent, baked delicious treats, staffed the tent, ordered and delivered food
to the judges, ran drinks and food to the gate, rings, and parking workers. Kept the food looking fresh and
clean, which is so important!!

A special thank you to the women who worked all weekend running Hospitality with me - Monica Pulci,
Joyce Lak, and Joyce's sister, Judy (who is not even a PVKC member - at least not yet!!!) We worked so well
together and had so many laughs. You are a hard working group, who were willing to do anything to keep the
tent running smoothly. I felt very proud to be on your team.

Thank you all so much. Our job in Hospitality is simple and it is to “make everyone feel welcome.” 1
definitely know from the feedback that we accomplished this goal. Lastly, thanks to those who have already
agreed to work in Hospitality next year. I won’t name you, but don’t think I will forget! HAHA

PVKC is so fortunate to have you as members and I feel lucky to call you my friends.

SUMMER OBEDIENCE AND RALLY TRIALS - BY SHEILA BLANKER

PVKC’s August Dog Shows include obedience and rally trials offer both
days of the weekend. In 2025, on Saturday we had two back to back rally
trials and one obedience trial and on Sunday we had one rally trial and one
obedience trial. The trials used to be held outdoors, but two years ago we
moved indoors under cover (but not air-conditioned).

We try very hard to have very welcoming judges that are pleasant to work
¥ with. Our stewards are the best and do an excellent job. This year they

o< included Jackie Smith, Lynn Baker, Terry Boyce, Mary Neill, Karen
Shockro, Debra Theriault, and Amee Abel.

The weekend starts for the ring set-up volunteers Friday afternoon with laying down the mats and putting up the
rings. What a wonderful hardworking crew we had. The events end Sunday afternoon with taking down the
mats.

This can be a long weekend, but with our great volunteers and many hands it is a labor of love for many.
Consider volunteering next year - it is a great way to learn “from the inside” about rally and obedience - no
experience is needed as we have a great crew to train anyone looking to learn.

-13-



PVKC Training — 2025

OverView — by Jessica Skibiski

Pioneer Valley Kennel Club - Summer 2025 Dog Training Classes Shine at

the Greenfield Fairgrounds

Over the summer & into the fall, the Greenfield Fairgrounds was alive with ener-

gy, excitement, and plenty of wagging tails! Our Summer 2025 Dog Training

Program brought together dedicated instructors, enthusiastic students, and some

of the most eager-to-learn pups we've ever had.

A Full Summer of Learning and Fun

Whether you were a first-time dog owner or an experienced competitor, there was

a class for everyone:

e Conformation — Handling Drop-in sessions gave handlers the perfect opportunity to fine-tune their
presentation skills.

e The Family Dog: Getting Started — A favorite for new owners, featuring Puppy Kindergarten and Basic
Commands.

e CGC (Canine Good Citizen) — Prep classes and testing helped many dogs earn this respected AKC title.

e Competitive Obedience — Students benefited from Competition Starter classes and Drop-in practice
sessions.

e Rally Classes & Rally Drop-ins — From Rally Basics to Intermediate and Advanced levels, teams
learned the art of precision and teamwork.

e Agility — Our two-tier Pre-Agility and Beginner Agility classes got dogs running, jumping, and weaving
with enthusiasm.

e Therapy Dog Training — A heartwarming favorite, these classes prepared many teams for certification
and community service.

e Intro to AKC Scent Work — Dogs put their noses to the test and discovered a whole new way to learn
and play!

Exceptional Instructors, Passionate Students

Our instructors brought years of experience, endless patience, and a true love of teaching. Their guidance
helped each team grow in confidence and skill. Students came ready to learn, eager to practice, and left each
week with smiles and tired, happy dogs.

Celebrating Success

From first sits to first ribbons, this summer was full of victories. Many students proudly entered local shows,
rally trials, and obedience competitions—earning qualifying scores, titles, and high praise from judges. But be-
yond the awards, the biggest success was seeing the transformation in our dogs: focused, obedient, and joyful
partners.

Looking Ahead
We're so proud of all our students and instructors for an outstanding summer season. Thank you for making the
Pioneer Valley Kennel Club a place where learning, laughter, and wagging tails come together.

Here s to another great year of training, teamwork, and success—both in and
\‘ out of the ring!
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PVKC Training — 2025

(Continued)

Therapy Dog Class — by Monica Pulci

I had the honor of teaching the last session of the
Therapy Dog Class starting on September 22 and ending
on October 6" with the handling test.

This round saw 5 beautiful dogs that once certified will
bring a lot of joy to the people they visit. We had two
golden retrievers, a brown lab, a poodle mix, and a
Portuguese water dog.

What a great mix of pups! I love to share my enthusiasm
for therapy dogs with others!

Competition Drop-In Class — by Jackie Smith

Monday Competition Obedience Drop-Ins began April 7
and ran thru October 20t.

We had reasonable participations, with some weeks
having more teams than others.

Much thanks to Karen Shockro, Trish Libby, Betty Nichols,
Jen Tower and Sandy Gauld for help in get the ring set up
and taken down on Mondays.

Thank you to PVKC for inviting me to work with other
competition obedience enthusiasts, whether it be in the
AKC or CDSP venues.

| quite enjoyed engaging with both the human and canine
team members.
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Let’s Plan More of this ...

CANINE FIRST AID

The October General Meeting featured a guest speaker, our member Candy
Wright. Candy presented an overview of “building your canine 1% aid kit.” We
extend our appreciation to Candy for sharing this information with us.

Many at the meeting were very interested in perhaps learning more canine
Ist aid tips and techniques. As luck would have it, Candy and fellow PVKC
member Donna Anderson are certified instructors in Canine First Aid.

We are pursuing the possibility of hosting a full 15t Aid Course sometime
this winter. The course is 8hrs in length, so we are probably looking at two
consecutive days, perhaps at a training center in the Athol area. There would be a

cost to cover facility rental & materials.
Would you be interested????? If you have an interest, contact Kim Reardon (413 530 2853) or
(xrd3311(@yahoo.com). If there is enough interested participants we will continue to pursue this as a training

opportunity for a winter month.

A Night of Play "The creation of something new is not
accomplished by the intellect but by the play

When PVKC ran it’s second CGC Class in 2025, the instinct."

dogs and handlers were all so incredible that we = Carl Jung =

ended a week early. That left us with an open
training spot.

We planned a *Fun Night* and opened it to members who wanted to spend an evening playing dog/handler
games. Folks we assigned a team color as the checked in and the team name was their dog’s name. We played
an array of games — from musical mats to egg and spoon to an obstacle course.

But the star of the games was a team relay race. Each team member had to run across the room, put a t-shirt
on their dog, and return to their start point, at which point the next team player could go. Sound easy? ? ? Not
so much. Your dog is in a stay. You are running/hustling across the room at them - t-shirt flapping in your
hands. Then you are wrestling your dog into a t-shirt, putting them back in a stay, and running away. Sure, no
room for any hysterical errors here.

Eighteen members and their dogs participated in that first *Fun Night* - it was so much fun we did a
shorter version at the September General Meeting.

This activity was cooked up by Trish Libby and ably assisted by Fran Tilley and Kathy Berrena.

We hope to build in some of these events in the 2026 Calendar. That way we can give folks more notice and
more people can come out and enjoy the fun.

Play is training for the unexpected.
= Mark Beckoff =

-16-


mailto:xrd3311@yahoo.com

DELEGATE SUMMARY FOR 2025 — BY LINDA GAGNON, AKC DELEGATE

There were three major issues occurring within the AKC during this year. The first, quite a stunner, was the
resignation of the CEO, Dennis Sprung. The rationale behind his resignation was that it was “time”. There
were probably underlying factors of which the rank and file delegates were unaware, but — suffice it to say — his
resignation was accepted and the new CEO is Gina DiNardo, formerly Executive Secretary.

The second event was the announcement that the fee for holding an event would increase by $4.50 per
event. The hue and cry following this announcement was fierce and there were a huge number of objections to
the increase being “lump summed” rather than eased in. In actuality, there were objections to the fees being
raised at all. The final decision after months of discussion resulted in the increase to commence in January by
$1.50 per event. The summer show has raised its entry fees to compensate for that amount.

Finally, the last issue was a proposal to allow dogs with Limited Registration to participate in conformation
shows. Such dogs are permitted to enter all other events, and, in theory, they are also precluded from being
bred, though the reality is probably different. The proposal was never voted out of committee, but as it was
widely promulgated, it became known of throughout the delegate body and almost all comments reflected
negative responses.

( Looking Ahead to 2026 )

NosewWORK — BY Mary Neill, BOARD LIAISON TO NOSEWORK COMMITTEE

Follow your dog’s nose into the world of wonder she experiences in odor. Watch as she sorts through the
environment and follows the play of air currents.

AKC Nosework allows the dog to lead the team. Unlike traditional obedience where the human issues a
command and the dog then performs a sequence of behaviors; Nosework is where the human follows the dog as
she searches for birch, clove and anise odor among boxes or rooms or the great outdoors, including buried in
sand or water.

The human’s role is to watch the dog and give the verbal “Alert” word to the judge when the dog indicates
where the odor is hidden. The training for this sport involves the human watching the canine partner and
learning dog body language - a head turn, an uplifted paw, a quick look back at the handler - which shows ‘this
is the spot’

PVKC is investigating the possibility of putting on a nosework trial and our first step is a practice match.
We hope to be able to do this at the April extravaganza. [See Help Wanted Ad on page 4]

SUMMER SHOW 2026 REPORT — BY LINDA GAGNON, SHOW CHAIR
The summer show applications have been submitted and we look forward to another successful event.

In 2026, we are planning to have an actual show committee. The latter should enable everything to run
smoothly, and, hopefully be incident free.

The committee currently consists of the standard bunch, but we need a vendor chair...a lot! [see Help
wanted ad on page 2] Last year we had two vendors appear for the weekend and neither paid. Even tho we
only lost $200, in our situation, it’s important that we squeeze out as much income as possible.

To date, all but two of the conformation judges have been hired. I always hire extras, as we never know
what the weather will be like on show weekend. 2025 was terrific...let’s hope this year is as well.

The good news is we made a small profit in 2025. And, at least so far.... there is no bad news!
-17-
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Here We Go !

PVKC Meetings for 2026

Board Meetings — Wednesdays
Jan / Mar / May / Aug / Nov —all dates TBD

General Meetings
February — TBD

April 15" Fairgrounds; 6pm
July 15" Fairgrounds; 6pm

Sept 23 Fairgrounds; 6pm
Oct — TBD Election
Dec — TBD Holiday

PVKC Events for 2026

April 6t & 7t — PVKC Training starts at Franklin County Fairgrounds

Contact Kathy Berrena at berrenak@msn.com

April 24th — PVKC Extravaganza at Franklin County Fairgrounds
3 AKC Trials (Farm Dog, Temperament, & Fetch)
Testing — Canine Good Citizen, Community Canine, & Trick Dog Tests
Contact Kim Reardon at xrd3311@yahoo.com

April 26t — PVKC Health Clinic at North County Vet Clinic

Contact Lori Carver at Seabreezedogs13@gmail.com

Aug 15t & Aug 2" — PVKC All Breed Shows / Rally & Obedience Trials

Contact Linda Gagnon wetacres@gmail.com

Oct 27t — Training concludes

Sept/Oct — Possible Scent Work Trial
Contacts Carol Krygowski at kvk518@icloud.com and
Mary Neill at mneill2redk9@gmail.com
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